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and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. * 


% am he chat liveth, and was dead; and behold, Iam alive for evermore, Amen 3 ; g 


and have the keys of hell and of death.“ 
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SURPRIZE or DEATH! 


A. it. 
OF WHOM, WE HAVE MANY THINGS TO SAY. 
IX E are afſembled in the Houſe, in the more immediate 


Preſence, of the moſt high God, on this Day's ſolem- 


nity, to commemorate an Event, which, however ſtrange to 


aſſert, is at one and the ſame time, a Source of unutterable Sor 
row, and of triumpbant Foy of deep Repentance, and of fervent 
Gratitude---of pious Admiration, and of the moſt humiliating 


Shame ! An Event, in which all the Stores of divine Grace and 
Beneficence appear to have been quite exhauſted ! which was, 


The greateſt Birth of Time---The Aſtoniſhment of the celeſtial 


Hoſt---The Surprize of Death---The Confuſion of infernal 


S$pirits---and, The more than Wonder of this lower World! 
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And that Event, I the 
of our incarnate God and e Jeſs Ch riſt! 1 
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| anniverſary Recollection of an Event, ſo remark- 


able, and fo intereſting, ſhould be treated with Indiference, is 


among the numerous and moſt deplorable Operations of human 
Depravity. That the Miniſters of our Church ſhould be re- 


to the painful Neceſlity 0 8 preſſing the religious Obſervance 
of it upon our Minds, by the moſt pathetic and perſuaſive Ex- 
hortations, is a fad Evidence of our Inſenſibility to the moſt 


o 
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becoming and ennobling Exerciſes of our Nature. Far be it 
from me, therefore, e Piety of this Aſeembly, by 


| ſuppoſin g, that any apologetic Solicitation of your Patience 
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portant Particulars, in the Perſon the Life---the CharaQter--- 
the Pafſion---and the Death, or the very extraor 


be requiſite, while we are dwelling a little upon ſeveral im- 
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the name of Biograpby ; or the Hiſtory of Teide, e 
1 raiſed above the common Level of their 
n elevated amongſt Men, 
r Patriotiſm, their political Abilities, their 


Species, and 
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| I ar their 8 in . as well as in Goodneſs, 

and Science. Publications of this fort, it is very well known, 

are fought for, and peruſed, with univerſal Avidity, with pe- 

culiar Satisfaction; and, it is to be hoped, not without ſome be- 
neficial Effect to Society at . 
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c 
cern to every reflecting Mind, that the Memoirs of good Men 


are ſo much leſs the Object of Enquiry and Attention, than 
Thoſe of, what the World has thought proper to denominate, 
great Men. And, that the Hiſtory of our bleſſed Saviour him- 


ſelf, at this Period eſpecially, is perhaps leſs regarded and ſtu- 
died, by the Generality of people, than that of any other Name 


recorded and celebrated in the Annals of Time: though, He 
was certainly the moſt exalted Being, that ever ſuſtained the 
human Form, ſince the Creation itſelf---the wiſeſt Man; the 


greateſt Hero; the moſt amiable, the moſt ſublime, and the 
moſt ſurpriſing Character, that can poſſibly conciliate the 
Eſteem, and deſerve the Imitation of Mankind. It is very ac- 
countable, therefore, that we ſhould have many Things to ſay of 
Juch a Man, and ſuch a Character---and many things, which de- 
mand Fur: Attention ; your Memory ; ; your * 


To 3 PEE ds es ſhould begiri, with his 
BikTH. In This, there are ſeveral very particular Circum- 
ſtances, worthy to be noticed---as to the critical Time ; the 

B2 # | 9 preciſe 
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3 panyments of it. Moſt of which were abſolutely neceſſary ; be. = 8 


cauſe they were expreſsly TR VER = OR 15 8 
Inſpiration, and of Truth. e a 55 


* 


Was it 3 ki W that Tur Mzss1an ſhould be 
oe according to the Prediction of Jacob, reſpecting the Sceptre 9 
of Judab; and, that he ſhould be cut , at the Expiration of 5 Aw 
the ſeventy Weeks; ſpoken of by Daniel? ---<© When the Full 4 
neſs of that Time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of * 
Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them, who were 
under the Law, that they might receive the Adoption of Sons.“ 
3 zen, it was, that, the An gel of the Lord announced the Na- 
tivity of the Redeemer to the Shepherds, which were-watch- 3 

ing their flocks, and ſaid; * Behold, I bring you good Tidings „„ 
of great Joy, Which ſhall be to all People. For unto you is 1 
born this Day, in LE City of David, a SAVI OUR, WAH? is 4 
Obviſt, the Lord. e 


Was it neveflary that the Son of God ſhould be brought fortl 
in ſome preci > Spot. ?---Moſt undoubtedly it was. And, there- 
fore, it was fo ordered in the Difpenſations of: Providence, that; 
in thoſe days, there went out a Decree, from Cæſar Auguſtus, 
that all the World ſhould be taxed*[or enrolled:] And all went 
to be taxed, every one to his own City. And Joſeph alſo, with 5 
Mu his e * went * from Galilee. to the City ef | 9+ 
5 Betbllben. „„ 
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Berben, to be tres. And fo it was, that, while they were 
. therey i in che very Spot predicted by the Holy Ghoſt, the Days 
were accompliſhed that She ſhould be delivered; and ſhe brou * 
— her F irſt- born 8on. + 


Was it Ear thae' He 0 be end; in a very 1 

rious and uncommon Manner, in the Womb. of a Virgin 7 

For the confirmation of this point, . Behold, the Angel of the 

Lord appeared unto Joſeph in a dream, and ſaid unto him, Jo- 
ſeph, thou Son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
Wife; for That, which is conceived. in her, is of the Holy 
Shoſt.. It is very obvious, I think, to preſume, that, i it was 
the ſame heavenly Meſſenger, Which had ſaid to the Virgin Mary 
herſelf, The holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
Power of the H igheſt ſhall overſhadow thee; therefore that 
holy Thing, which ſhall be born of 8 ſhall be called, Tae. 


SON oF Gop.” 


There is another Circumſtance, . which it might be faulty to 
omit-in this Recital, on account of it's great Peculiarity---which 
is that, When Jeſus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, Be- 
hold, there came wiſe Men from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſayin 2, 
Where is He, that is born King of. the Jews. ? for we have 
ſeen his. Star in the Eaſt, and are come to worſhip him.” Hu- 
man Learning arid Philoſophy. never were known to operate to 
greater. Ane than in this Movement. The eaſtern Li- 

terati, 
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Star, 


over the Place, where the young Child was; and, when th 5 
had opened their Treaſures, they preſented unto him Gifs | 
old, and „%% . 


wo : 
„ one thing in 
It never was known before or 0 
| eat d Ko EY don 
nitely diſtin 
GOD, and the Nature of MAN; God and Man in one | 
IT be CHARACTER of a Perſon, ſo wonderful in his Birth, 
and in his Natures, muſt ſurely excite our particular Enquiry. 
And, though our Subject would be a ſufficient Apology for te 
moſt extenſive and minute Detail, we will endeavour to com- 
preſs, in as conciſe a View as we can, what it is abſolutely proper 
JJ ß op? 4.0 5, | 
5 . 4 . | 


44 T1 v1 
"ual | e let it 10 ob red, that, the Character of Tur | 
ma is to be conſidered both officially, and morally. His 
official Character includes in it, his mediatorial Undertaking, his 
Subſtitution, and vicarious Repreſentation. In all which, He 
is exhibited to us, as that great PROPHET, which was to come 
into the World---as the great Hion-PRIESs T over the Houle of 
God---and, as the King of his Church and People; 


. His moral Character was an entire Syſtem of Perfection. The 
very Mirror of Excellence itſelf. He was. holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, and ſeparate from Sinners: The Brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. The Beauty 
of EN in the F aſhion of a Man. | 


From the hypoſtatic Union of the Divinity and Humanity in 
The true Melchizedek, we have a Key to all the various and 
magnificent T1T LES, by which He is honoured. in the ſacred 
Code ; and, irreſpective of which, it is more than probable, 
we might be puzzled, and perplexed. But for This, we ſhould 
be confounded, as well as amazed, to hear him called, Tye 
Lok p -TRE Lord GOD TRE Lord or Hosts TE 
LoRD of GTOR Y- TRE Lord oH LoRDS— TRE AL- 
MIGHTY---JEHOVAH---JEHOVAH OUR RIGHT EOUSNESS 
IMMANUEL=-=-and, THE MosT Hiern. Admitting, that He 
is THE TRUE Gov, and eternal Life, Gop over ALL, bleſſed 
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Deaf heard---the Dead were raiſed up-=-and the Poor had the 


ties, which might otherwiſe attend theſe Appellations of Dig- 
nity ar umediately ſubſide, and ceaſe... 


Aſter this, it is no arduous Taſk at all, to decypher how, 
and in what way it was, that ſucb a Being ſhould perform ſo 
many Signs, and Wonders, and mighty Deeds; ſo many M1- 


KACLEs of Power, of Benevolence, of Compaſſion, and Love. 
We ſee very clearly, ah it was, that the Blind received their 
Sight—-the Lame walked---the Lepers were deanſed--=the 


Goſpel preached to Them. It was, becauſe our Gop was in- 


carnate; and the MEDIATOR was mos forth his 9 


among d the Sons of Men.--- | 
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-- Ide Natures, the Birth, the Titles, the Miracles, and the 
Character of this ſtupendous Object contain in them a World 


of Wonders, how much will our Aſtoniſhment be increaſed, | 
when we learn, from the Records of his Life, that, notwith- 
ſtanding his ſuperlative Excellence, his SUFFERINGS. were. 

as ſuperlative too! Had we followed our bleſſed Saviour from I 
his Cradle, to his Croſs---from the Manger, to the Grave--- 
awe ſhould have perceived, that, the whole Period of his Ex- 
Allence, from Infancy, to ae from Childhood, to Vouth 
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divine Accompliſhments ; with all his godlike Deſigns---and 


with all his benevolent Tranſactions, he was poor - he was ridi- 
culad. a lie was perſecuted---he was defamed---he was berrayed-— 


he was deferted-=-he was murdered !---In the very Article 
of his Crucifixi „ when, we might ſuppoſe, the irreſiſtible 
Senſibilities of the Spectators muſt have been ſhocked, He is 


repreſented, as ſaying, All they that ſee me, laugh me to 
ſcorn: they ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, He 


truſted in the Lord that he would deliver him : let him deliver 


Him, ſeeing he delighted in him. I am poured out like water, 


and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax, it 18 


melted in the midſt of my bowels. My ſtrength 1 is dried ap 
like a potſherd: and my tongue cleaveth to my aws; and thou 
haſt brought me into the duſt of death. For dogs have com- 

paſſed me, the aſſembly of the wicked have incloſed me: they 


pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones: they 
look and ſtare upon me.” Is it Nothing to you, all ye that 
paſs by ? Behold, and ſee, if ever there were any Sorrow like 
unto my Sorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me, in the 


day of his fierce Anger !---He was deſpiſed, and rejected of 


Men; A Max or SoRRows | and acquainted with Grief! 
They hid, as it were, their Faces from him; He was deſpiſed, 
e eſteemed him not! He wWas oppreſſed, and he was af- 


C flicted! 


from his Maturlty, 4 his Dif. 
ke Fs ten, within and without, 
with is, with Mourning; with Woe !---With all his | 
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unequalled Glories, 


4 E245 . 
5 cles, and the Titles of our bleſſed Saviour were adorned, the par- 
5 was more diſgraceful 
1 | e; no doubt, was very deeply 


conſideration, when, in reciting the various 
ndeſeenſion, Humiliation, and 


E; 
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25 


orm 


. of GOD, and. thought it not Robbery to be equal with God, 
—_ He made himſelf of no Reputation---took- upon him the Form 


- of a Servant was made in the ikeneſs [not.of Angels, but] 
2 5 os of Men---and, being found in faſhion as a Man, he humbled 
© © = himſelf---and became obedient # 
a 5 ents, Noe? oct LI 
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.  - It appears, from the jewiſh Hiſtory, that this was the only 
; 7D ſpecies of Death, which was pronounced accurſed by the ju- 


5 dicial Law of Moſes. And there was evidently a peculiar de- 
. 5 8 gree of ſhame connected with it, from it's being ſaid, that, 
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0. Death. even the death of 
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* He endured the Croſs} deſpiſing the Shame” The Agony | 
of it muſt, in all probability, have been exquiſite. But, as if 
the Shame, the Curſe, the Agony of ſuch a Death were not ſuf- 
ficient; during the ſeveral hours, in which He was expiring on 
the Tree, they Ported with his Miſeries ! they ridiculed his 
Sorrows! the very Criminals „who were paying the righteous 
debt of penal Juſtice, reviled him ! ---When he was athirſt, 
they gave him Vinegar to drink! and, in a moſt cruel and bar- 
barous manner, they not only pierced his Hands and his Feet, 


but One of the inhuman, unrelenting Soldiers, to aggravate 


his Tortures, ran a Spear into his Side! and ftraightway there 
iſſued out * Blood and Water: 


4 


In that eventful Interim, between his Suſpenſion on ai 
Croſs, and his Diffolution, there ſtand on Record, in the ſacred 
Memorials of his Life and Paſſion, no leſs than ſeven very in- 
tereſting and remarkable Say1xGs---upon which, were it 
proper, or permitted, to treat at large, our moſt ſolemn atten- 
tion might be abundantly rewarded for, at leaſt, as many Hours. 
It ſhall be ſufficient never run to repent them. 


* Bs. 0 ore to the place, which is called Cal- 

vary, there they crucified him, and the MalefaQors ; one on 

the right hand, and the other on the left. Then faid Jesvs, 
9 en, argroe them ; ; for they know not what they do.” 

209 C 2 2. Now 
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his mother's Siſter, Mary a iis and 

When Ixsus therefore ſaw his Mother; and the Diſciple ſtand- 
ing by, whom He loved, he faith unto his Mether, Woman, 
Bebold thy Son. Then faith he to the Diſciple, % Behold thy. 
Mother.” And from that Hour, that Diſciple took her unto 
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3. And One of the M 
unto Je8vs, Lord, remember me when Thou comeſt into thy 
dom. And Jxsus faid unto him, This. Day ſhalt thou 
" be nth Me in Paradiſe.” Too Oo too Wotieg cn bs | 


4. And, about the ninth Hour, Jesvs cried with a loud 
Voice, ſaying, * Eli, Eli, Jams 90608 g” that is to fay, 
1 My God, my God, why ha, 


* 


3 After this, JInsus, knowing that all things were now 


accompliſhed, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, ſaith, I 


6. Now there was ſet a Veſſel full of Vinegar, and they filled 
a Sponge with Vinegar, and put it upon Hyſſop, and put it 
to his Mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the 
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6 And when Jz8vs had-cried with a loud Voice, he ſaid; 
* Father, into' thy hands N commend my Spirit.” a- And, having 
 . aid thus, he bowed his Head, and gave up the Ghoſt.--- = 


Is it not very natural to pauſe here for a moment---toreſt, as 

it were, at the foot of the Redeemer's Croſs---and to enquire, . 

with pious Solicitude, what could poſſibly be the Dzs16N and 

EnD---what were the Purpoſes to be anſwered, by the Suffer- 
ings and the Death of ſuch a Perſon, ſuch a Character? 


rt The Death of Chriſt, we are informed, by the Spirit of 
Inſpiration, is to be received and conſidered, as a ſubſtitutive 


Expiation,. a vicarious: Atonement ;. as a Price, a Puniſhment, . 


and a Sacriſce; the Price of Redemption-— the Puniſhment of 


Sin -and a Sacrifice for the Guilty. As it is written, Him 

hath God ſet forth, to be a Propitiation for Sin, through Faith 

in his Blood. He was wounded /r our Tranſgreſſions, He was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was 
pon him, and by his Stripes we are healed. Behold, the Lamb 
of God, which beareth away the Sin of the World. Chriſt 
hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us. He appeared once in the end of the World, to 
put away Sin, by the Sacriſice of himſelf; and, having offered 
one Sacrifice for Sin, He for eyer fat down on the right hand 
of 
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| of God; | for; by'one Offering, he hath perfected or & ever ae” 
that en having n eternal Redemption for us.” 
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50 it known unto you therefore, Men ind Reiki, ae 
< Ag Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo 
was the Son of Man lifted up, that Whoſoever believeth in 
Him might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. Through 
this. Man is preached unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins ; and by 
Him, all that believe are juſtified from all things. Neither is 


there Salvation i in any other: for there is none other Name given 


under Heaven amongſt Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but 
that of Jeſus Chriſt.— Now then, we are Ambaſſadors for 


Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us: we pray you in 


Chriſt's ſtead, be Ye reconciled to God. For he hath made 


him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we 3 made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him.” 


A 


KRecollect, Chriſtians 1 God thought fit to require the 


blood of his Son for the Redemption of our ſouls. Theſe Souls 
muſt have been very precious in the fight of God, ſince he re- 
deemed them at a Price ſo immenſe. The Miſery i into which 


they were liable to be plunged, muſt have been extremely ter- 


rible, ſince God thought proper to make ſuch great efforts to 
fave them from it. 'The Felicity, of which they are capable, and 
to which the Lord intends to elevate them, mult be infinitely va- 
laable, ſince it coſt him ſo much to bring them to it. For What in 


IF - 6 the 


1 


19 1 1 


the Unze is ; of piped value with the blood of the Son of God ? 
Diſappear, all ye other miracles, wrought in favour of our ſouls ! 
ye aſtoniſhing prodigies, that confirmed the goſpel |-thou delay of 
the conſummation of all things | ye great and terrible ſigns of the 
ſecond coming of the Son of God! Vaniſh before the miracle of the 


Croſs; for the croſs ſhines you all into darkneſs and ſhade. T his 
glorious Light makes your glimmering vaniſh; and after my 


imagination i is filled with the tremendous dignity of this Sacrifice, 


I can ſee nothing great beſide. But, if God, if this juſt Ap- 
praiſer of things, hath eſtimated our ſouls, at ſuch a rate, ſhall 


we ſet a low price on them? If He hath given ſo much for 


them, do we imagine, we can give too much for them? If, for 
their redemption, he hath ſacrificed the moſt valuable Perſon 
in Heaven, do we imagine, there is any thing upon Earth too. 


1. to give up for them? 


Whatever might have been, and whatever ſtill may be tlie 


diſingenuous, the ungrateful, the profane Inſenfibility of human 


Beings, in general, at the Sufferings and Death of the Son of 
God, univerſal inanimate Nature was made to feel the tremen- 


dous Shock, when the Redeemer was expiring on the Croſs, 
It is related by the Evangeliſts, for our Meditation and Faith, 
that, there was a ſort of funeral Pall, which the God: of 
nature himſelf had provided, and which he threw over the 


facred. Corpſe of his own beloved Son. For, from the ſixth 
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5 Darkneſs over all the land, until 


our. And, when Jeſus had yielded up the Ghoſt, Behold, . 
the Vail of the Temple was rent in twain, from 


e top to 


did quake and t. 


ed- and many Bodies of Saints, 


1 


s to the particulars of his Bux IAL, it is reported, upon 


the very beſt Authority, that, Joſeph of Arimathea, being a 


 pulchre, wherein was never Man yet laid. There laid 
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Clothes with the 


ere came alſo Nicodemus, a Ruler of 
A Mixture of Myrrh and 
Then took They the Body of Jeſus, 


iſciple, beſought Pilate that He might have the honour of 
taking away the 


” 
of 


y of Jeſus: and Pilate: gave him leave. 
Jews, and brought 
„ about an hundred pound weight. 


wound it in linen 
Spices. And near the Place, where he was 


crucified, there was a Garden; and in the Garden, a new Se- 


Body of JESUs. 


— 


0 


0 


If it were proper to imagine any Er IT An, or Inſcription, 


to have been en 


it muſt certainly have run in ſome ſuch Style, as this--- 


ved an the Tomb of our incarnate | 


» 


* 


% 


— 


8 


8 


13 21 1 
* F e mis e PSY in — Daye T 1 will riſe; it up.” 


9 0 Death ! T will be by Plagus! O Grave! I will be 
thy Deſtruction.” 


105 — did my Heart rejoice, 4 my Tongue was 
glad; moreover alſo, my Fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope; becauſe 
Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt Thou ſuffer | 
thine holy One to ſee Coupon.” 

<«« Foraſmuch . the children were partakers of fleſh and 
blood, He alſo himſelf took part of 'the ſame: that through 
death he might deſtroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the Devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their life-time ſubje& to bondage. He will ſwallow up 
death in victory, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces, and the rebuke of his people ſhall he take away 
from off all the earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken it.. Thy 
dead men ſhall live, together with my dead body ſhall they ariſe: 
awake, and ſing, ye that dwell in duſt: for thy dew is as the 
dew of * and the: earth ſhall caſt o out the dead. 


Amidſt ſuch a Catalogue of Marvels, and though, in every 
ſucceſſive incident, our Aſtoniſhment is kept awake, alive; 
there is a Circumſtance ſtill remaining, which is as marvellous 
as any We have already noticed. For, though this myſterious 
| Sufferer was, in ſome ſenſe, the pooreſt of all the Sons of Men; 
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ik white the Foxes bad holes, and ike birds: of the al r Rad 
neſts, He had not where to lay his Head---though he lived, 


like a common Beggar, upon the Bounty and Compaſſion of 
others yet, his laſt WII IL and TESTAMENT contains in it 
the moſt valuable Bequeſts, which it was poſſible for the Poſ- 


ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth to beſtow ! They might eaſily be 
branched out in a great Variety of Articles, but N ſhall 2 


be reduced, and — in theſe „ 97 1275 


: 1. The Promiſe of the W . 
2. The Gift of PEACE. 5 And, 
3. An InnzzITance, which is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not 1 an eternal ä amon g the 


Saints in LAGS 


Theſe are * LEGACIES. But, whe are the LEGATEEs D- 


All the elect people of God; all his true and genuine Diſci- 


ples, in every period of the Church; every living Member of 


his myſtical Body; all who are waſhed, who are juſtified, who 


are ſanctified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God; and, in ſhort, whoſoever is willing: for The 
Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come. And let him that heareth ſay, _ 
Come. And let him that is athirſt, Come. And whoſoever 

will, let him come, and take the Water of Life freely.” --- © 


mw "FS 3 

Buch is the great, the glorious, the truly wonderful Object, 
of Whom we had ſo many things to ſay; and whoſe Sufferings 
and Crucifixion we are now. afſembled, in a more eſpecial 
manner to commemorate, and improve. And though, in the 
Narration, we may perhaps have tranſgreſſed a little on. your 
Time, let us be allowed to inſinuate, by way of Apology, that, 
of the many things which might have been ſaid, the Half has 
not been told you! And, if ever there was a Moment, in which 
the moſt amiable and delicate Modeſty might be excuſed, not 
to ſay admired, for the Ambition to poſſeſs the Tongue of Men 
and of Angels, of Eloquence and of Oratory, it would be in 
reviewing and delineating ſuch a Character, as This. A Cha- 
racter, of the moſt conſummate Propriety and unparallelled Ex- 
cellence, in point of Sen/ibility, of Benevolence, of Compaſſion ; 
of Meekneſs, of Gentleneſs,” of Humility ; of Integrity, of Grace, 
and of Truth, The Character of the moſt exalted HEeRo--- 


the ſublimeſt PaTrIoT---the moſt patient SurFERER<--the 


moſt beneficent and diſintereſted Fx1tnD---and the greateſt 
MARTYR, that ever did, or ever will, or ever can, exiſt. A 
Character, which was equal to the cloſeſt Examination, and 
Teſt, of Diſciples, or of Enemies; of Religion, or of Morals; 
of Time, or of Eternity. For it was an Aſſemblage of every 
Beauty, of every Virtue; uniting in Itſelf all the Glories of a 
GOD, and every poſſible Reflection of the divine Image in the 
perſon of a MN. Who did no fin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth: who when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
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when he kifſered, he threatened not ; but committed himſelf - | 

to him that judgeth righteouſly : who his own Self bare our ſins „ 
in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to ore ſhould 

live unto (gt $ BER whoſe FRE ad are — — 


"Ip | | q FC 


| | In the Recapitulation of ſo ſublime, {6 important, ſo literally 
, Fg, 15 a inexhauſtible a Subject -ich is to be the everlaſting Theme 
of Celebration and Delight, not only to the redeemed of the 
Lord, to the Spirits of the Yuſt made perfect, but, to an in- 
|| numerable Company of Angels and Archangels, of Cherubim 
= DO and Seraphim, of Powers, Principalities, and Thrones in Hea- 
1 | Sos ven- permit us to add, by way of Summary, that, 


1 In this Perſon, and in his Hiſtory, you are inceſſantly to 

1 . contemplate, what was moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed, the GLORY 
= | ef the divine Nature---Perfettions--- Law=---Wilk---Grace-- 
| | and Government. Comfort ye, comfort ye, my People, faith 
your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem ; and ery unto 
her, that her Warfare is accompliſhed,” that her Iniquity 18 
= pardoned ; for ſhe hath received of the Lord's hand double for 
1 all her Sins. The Voice of him that crieth in the Wilderneſs, 

Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make ſtraight in the Deſart | 

a Highway for our GOD: Every Valley ſhall. be exalted, and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made low; and the crooked 
ſhall be made ftraight, and the rough places plain. And the 
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Gr ory: of tlie Lord ſhall be revealed ; and all Fleſh ſhall ſee 
it * fon the Mouth * the TO hath {poken i It,” === 


* > In the very vine! 8 Perſonage, you are to ) behold, and 
to: ſtudy, with Adoration, with Gratitude, and- Love, the 
n the LIE, and the REDEMPTION of every One of 


Thoſe, who ſhall be faved.in the Lord with an everlaſting Sal- 


vation. * Look unto Me, and be ye faved, all the ends of the 
Earth ; for I am GOD, and there is none elſe, and, beſides 
Me, there is no SAVIOUR. In the LORD ſhall all the Seed 


of Iſrael be juſtified; and in Him ſhall they glory.” '===So. that, 


if you are a real Chriſtian, both your Heart-and your Tongue 
will moſt readily unite in that glowing Declaration of the Apoſtle 
Paul, and- you- will rejoice to fay. with Him, „God forbid, 
that I ſhould glory, fave in the Croſs of our Lox D Jxsus 


CnRIsT---by whom. the World: 18 crucified unto Me, and Lunto. 
the World!“ - 


IF In HIM allo, and with an ultimate Eye to Him, you 
are to read the Hiſtory of all Time, of the whole World. For, 
univerſal Hiſtory is univerſal Confuſion, Nothingneſs, and Hor- 


ror, but. in it's Reference to Him, who is the Alpha and the 


Omega, the Beginning and the End, the Fir/t,. and the Laſt, of 
all the Deſigns, the Counſels, and the Purpoſes of the Godhead, 


from the original Creation, to the final Conſummation, of all 
things. For, by Him were all things created, that are in 


Heaven, 


* 


"pl 46 by 
kalen, ind inks are in Earth; „ viſible and ide ee 


they be Thrones or Dominions, Principalities or Powers 3 all 
things were created by Him, and for Him. And He 1s before 
all things, and by Him all things conſiſt. For it pleaſed the 
Father that 1 in Him ſhould all Fullneſs dwell ; and/that, in the 

_ diſpenſation of the Fullneſs of Time, He might gather toge= 12 

ther in one all things in Cuxlsr, both which are in e 


| ab which are in n Earth---even 3 in RW” | 


= We Loh. that, under the 15055 of ths e, which 


Was ſeen by Nebuchadnezzar, of an enormous Height, and of 


terrible Af pect, whoſe Head was of Gold, the Breaſt of Silver, 


the Belly and the Thighs of Braſs, and the Legs of Iron mixed 


with Clay, the moſt high God thought fit to repreſent the four 


great Empires of the World---all that was grand, that was for- 
midable, that was glorious. But, BenoLD, “A ſmall Stone, 


cut out without hands, ſmote the Image upon his Feet, which 
were of Iron and Clay, and brake Them to pieces. Then was 


the Iron, the Clay, the Braſs, the Silver, and the Gold broken 
in pieces together, and became like the Chaff, and the Wind 
carried them away, that n Place was found for Them; and T HE 


SToN E, that ſmote the Image, ber ame a great Mountain, and 
filled the whole Bc | 


4 3 * Cux1s T, who condeſcended to cloathe himſelf with | 


| Fleſh and Blood in the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, without 
2 „ . „% © 


— 


%. 


5 


5 TY 1 


1 Operation of Man, is that ſmall Stone, that came from the 


Mountain without human Aid. The prevailing Characteriſtics 


of his Perſon, his Relations, his Manner of Teaching, his Diſci= 
' | ples, ina word, of every thing that related to Him, were Po. 
verty, Humility, Simplicity. Notwithſtandin g which, Je SUS 


Cur1sT will eventually be, TRE Conqueror of THE UNI- 
VERSE ; and, THe FOUNDER, THe. PRESERvER, and Tur 


| GoveRNoR of an EMPIRE. without Bounds, without Meaſure, 


without End.” < Iam HE, that liveth, and was dead; and, 
Behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the Keys 55 
of Hell and Death. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning, 


and the Ending, faith the LORD, which is, and. which Was, 


and which. is to come, THz: ALMicurty.” 


Unto: Him therefore, who hath loved us, and waſhed us 
from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and 
Prieſts unto God and his F ather; to him be * and Domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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AGE 6. The Peron 4 en to, be. For, i it is F th 
the grand Deſign of the Apoſtle to treat of che Perſon, Hiſtory, and Office of 


| Melctizedek in this and the following Chapters [particularly the /evenrb] only ſo 


Tar, and wherein He was a Type, or Figure of the Redeemer. And, therefore, ſome 
would render it wel 8, de qua Re, of which Matter; \that is, the Simili ilitade and 
Conformity between: Melcbiteddt xxl Cris. 


* 
* 


Page 7. What the World has thought proper to denominate great Men, &c.] © The 


majeſty of a victorious General, the glory of a Conqueror, the pompous titles of 


Victor, Arbiter. of peace, Arbiter of war, haveiſo dazzled us, and in ſome ſort ſo 
perverted the powers of our ſoul, that we cannot form juſt notions of this ſubject. 
Hear pure nature, formerly ſpeaking by the mouth of a nation, who were the more 


wiſe for not being civilized by the injuſtice of our laws and cuſtoms. I ſpeak of the 
ancient Scythians. The moſt famous Taker of cities came to their cabins and caverns. 
He had already ſubdued his fellow-citizens and neighbours. Already Thebes and 
Athens, Thrace and Theſſaly, had ſubmitted to his arms, Already, Greece being 
too ſmall a Sphere of Action for him, he had penetrated-even-into Perſia; paſſed the 


famous. Phrygian river, where he.flew fix hundred thouſand men; reduced Caria and 
Judea; made war with Darius, and conquered him; performed exploits more than 
human; and, in ſpite of nature, beſieged and took Tyre, the moſt famous ſiege re- 
corded in ancient hiſtory; ſubjugated the Mardi and Bactrians; attained the moun- 


tains Caucaſus and Oxus; and, in a word, conquered more countries, and enſlaved 


more people, than we can defcribe, or even mention, within the limits allotted to 
7 | N x * this 


"9 „ 


this d This man arriyes in Scythia. The Seythians ſend deputies to lic who 
thus addreſſed him. Had the gods given you a body proportioned to your ambition, 
the whole univerſe would have been too little for you : with one hand you would have 


touched the eaſt, and with the other the weſt, and, not content with this, you would 


have followed the Sun, and have ſeen where he hides himſelf. Whatever you are, you 
are aſpiring at what you never can obtain. From Europe you run into Aſia: and from 
Aſia back you.run again into Europe, and having enſlaved all mankind, you attack | 
_ rivers, and foreſts, and wild beaſts. What have you to do with us ? We have never 
| ſet foot in your Country. May not a people living in a deſert be allowed to be ig- 
norant of who you are, and whence you come? You boaſt of having exterminated 
robbers, and you yourſelf are the greateſt-robber in the world. You have pillaged 
and plundered all nations, and now you come to rob us of our cattle. It is in vain 
to fill your hands, for you are always in ſearch of freſh prey. Of what uſe are your 
boundleſs riches, except to irritate your eternal thirſt ? You are the firſt man, who 
ever experienced ſuch extreme want in the midſi of ſuch abundance. All you have, 
ſerves only to make you defire with more fury what you have not. If you be a God, 
do good to mankind : but if you be only an inſignificant mortal, think of what you 
are, and remember, that it is a great folly to occupy things, which make us forget 
ourſelves.”— Theſe are the motives, which animate the heroes of the world; theſe 
are the ſentiments, which are diſguiſed under the fine names of glory, valour, 
greatneſs of ſoul, heroiſm. An inſatiable avidity of Riches, an invincible Pride, a 


| boundleſs Ambition, a total Forgetfulneſs of what is, what ought to be, and what 


muſt be hereafter.” ETD, 


bs Whatever is external to a man, whatever may be common to good and bad, 
does not make him truly eſtimahle. We muſt judge of men by the heart, From 
thence proceed great deſigns, great actions, great virtues. Solid glory, which 
cannot be imitated by pride, nor equalled by pomp, reſides in perſonal qualifications 
and noble ſentiments, To be good, liberal, beneficent, and generous ; to value 


riches only for the ſake of diſtributing them, places of honour for the ſervice of our 


country, power and credit, to be in a condition to ſuppreſs vice and reward virtue ; 
to be really good without ſeeking to appear ſo; to bear poverty nobly, to ſuffer in- 


juries and affronts with patience, to ſtifle reſentment, and to do every good office to 
E | an 
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. 9. In oe very 0 Spor predifed, &e. 1 "The i biforical — of this 
particular Record i in Luke i ü. 1—deſerves, the minnte Attention and * of che 


critical Reader. 


1 , 5 


28 riß 9. We have. ler bis gur, &c.] Here the Enquiry is is, * theſe x men could 
225 know this was bis Har, or that i it fignified the Birth of a King ? Moſt of the ancients | 


anſwer that they learnt this from theſe words of Balagn, Numb. xxiv. 17. There foall 


| come a ; far out of Jacob, and a feepter ſhall ariſe. out of Ijrael, and. ball. ſmite through Z 
the princes of Moab, and de rey all the children of 8 Seth; and Edom Gall be a Poſſefſion 


to him : But evident i it is, that theſe words, ſpeak not of a ſtar that ſhould ariſe at any 


Prince's birth; but of a king, which ſhould be glorious and ſplendid in his Domi-- 
nions, as ars are in the firmament, and who ſhould vanquiſh and poſſeſs thoſe three 
nations as David did. Moreover, from this text, they might as rationally have ex- 
peted to have ſcen a Scepter, as a Star ; it being as expreſsly ſaid, a ſeepter ſhall” 
ariſe out of I/rael, as that a Star ſhall come out of Jacob. Add to this, That we know: 
of no Record in which this Prophecy was preſerved, but the books: of Maſes, which 


theſe nations neither read, nor believed. Others do therefore ſay, theſe wiſe men: 
were by a revelation, or by an Angel, told the meaning of this ſtar: And one of the 
ancients cites an Apochryphal Hiſtory, ſaying, This Star appeared in the form of a 
Chila, holding a CN in his hand ; and telling them, that Chriſt wwas born, and that 
they ſhould go to Feruſalem to worſhip him, But theſe conjectures are all ſufficiently 


conſuted by one conſideration, I hat, the 7 iſe men give not this as a reaſon of their 


coming, that they had feen an angel, a viſion, or had a revelation,. of this matter, but 
that bey had ſeen a Star, For the true Reſolution of this queſtion, let it be con- 


dered, That 1 and Suetonius inform us, That, through the whole Eaſt it was 
expected, that about that time a Ling was to ariſe out of Fudea „ who ſhould rule over 


all the oa fan Nor could it well be e ſince from the time of the Babylonian 


_ 


C aptivity q 


mo 4 F 
Captdnitiyy me” "ey * Fes diſperſed; ahoi fsb al the IE; p of the Parkes | 
Monarctiy, #5. iii. and that, in number ſuſicieat'to gather themſelves together, and 
to defend themſelves agàinſt their enemies in thoſe provinces, Zub. ix. 2, 16. nd 

many people of the Land became Fews, Eph. vil. 1 7. and aſter their return into 
their Land they increaſed ſo mightily, as that they were diſperſed throughout Africa, : 

Ala, and many Cities and andes of Eurobe, and as' Foſe phis ſaith, wherever they 

dwelt they made many Pro/elres' to their religion. Theſe Viſt men, therefore, 

living ſo near to Judea, the ſeat of this Prophecy, and converſing with che 

| Jews, i. e. among them who were every where expeRing the completion of 
this at that time; they being alſo. ſkilled in A4frolog y, and ſeeing this ſtar 

or light appearing in Judea, might reaſonably conjecture, that it bgnified 
the completion of that celebrated Prophecy, touching the King of Jury; 

over the Center of which Land, they, being in the Zaſt, then ſaw it hang. And 
ſure it was a better way to read this leſſon to them, by ſetting this light on the very 
place, where the King that it betckched was born, rather than in the E part of 

Heaven, where it might ſeem to denote ſomething among the Indians, or other Eastern 

nations, rather than among the Jews. The learned Dr. Alliæ faith, the Jews be- 
lie ved there were Prophets in the Kingdom of Saba, and Arabia, they being of the 

poſterity of Abraham, by Ketturah, as you may learn from the note of the Biſhop of 

Ely on Gen. xxv. 2, 3. and that they prophefied, and taught ſucceſſively in the name 

of God, what they had received by Tradition from the mouth of Abraham. And ſo 

| when Solomon was exalted to the Kingdom, theſe Sabzans ſaid, perhaps he is the 
 Meffah, and therefore came to him; for this he cites, Beriſchitb Abba Moſes Haddar- | 
ſan, Cap. xxv. B. Now if this Tradition continued with them to theſe times, as in all 
likelihood it might, ſeeing, as Philoſtorgius relates, vx O mAnlos 189% wv avaxthuaro, 

a conſiderable Number of the Jews was mixed with them ; here is a more plauſible | 
Account, both of the — of che Arabian Magi, and of their Faith in the King 
Meſſiah. Tg. Whitby. 


Page 9. is 4 very myſterious and uncommon Manner, &c.] Iſaiah vii. 14. This 
prophecy had it's literal accompliſhment in Jeſus, whoſe conception and birth, were 


after this extraordinary manner, which cannot be ſaid of any other perſon ; Now the | 
OS WE | | birth 
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birth of Fe Feſur e ar on this 3 When as bis ; Mother Mary was ebe to Jos 
ſeph, before they came together, ſhe was found with Child of the Holy Ghoſft—which 
Was done that it might be fulfilled which aua, ſpoken of the Lord by the Prophet » Saying, 
Behold, a virgin Gall be with Child, &c. which matterof fact, as it was not attempted 
to be dif] proved by the Jews i in Chriſt's time, who were moſt capable of diſcovering 
the fraud or Impoſture, if there had been any, ſo it cannot by. the Malice and 
Cunning of later ones, who, though i in contradiction to it, do now aſſert, that the. 
Meſſiah was to be born as other men are, in the ordinary and common way of Ge- 
neration, yet it appears, that they were formerly of different ſentiments, as is ma- 
nifeſt from ſeveral of their traditionary ſayings, recorded both in their own, and in; 
| the writin gs of the Evangeliſts, which Biſhop Chandler has collected and laid togethes 
in his excellent Defence of Chriſtianity ; and it deſerves to be remarked, what that. 
learned Prelate obſerves, that thoſe who ſet up for Meſliahs, as Simon Magus, and 
others, pretended to have God for their father, and to be born of a Virgin; and no- 
vonder they ſhould, for how could they expect to be received, eſpecially among the 


Jews, without ſuch a pretence, when ſo glaring a prophecy. as this ed the 
Manner of the Mefliah's birth, ſtood ſo _ in their ſacred books 7 


* 


Page 10. The Star of Jacob, &c. ] It may be proper to enquire whether the Stur 
here mentioned, is to be conſidered as one of the Meſſiah's titles, or as one of the 
ſigns of his coming. It muſt be acknowledged, that ſome of the ancient Jews, 
looked upon this as one of the Mefliah's titles; hence one, who ſet up for a Meſſiah 
among them, and was for a time received by them as ſuch, was called N 909 ,. 
The fon of a far, with a view to this prophecy ; though when he was diſcovered: 
by them to be an impoſtor they called him RITA JD, the ſon of a lie; and per- 
haps it may be with a regard to this Prophecy, that Jeſus is called The. bright and. 
morning Star ; though I am rather inclined to think, that the Star, here fpoken of. | 
is to be conſidered as a ſign of his coming, and not as one of his titles; that as there | 
will be'a viſible ſign in the heavens of the ſecond coming of the Son of Man, ſo there 
was to be one of his firſt coming; and that the words ſhould be rendered thus, when a 
far walks 1 or fteers it's courſe from Jacob, then a ſcepter.or ſcepter-bearer, ſhall 
ES „ OS | riſe 
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viſe out of Iſrael ; and there are two things which confirm me in this ſenſe. of the 
words. 3 | ; 


— 


— 1 
— 


1. The concluſion of the wiſe men, that the King of the Jews was born, from an 
appearance of a Star in the Eaſt, and their coming to Jeruſalen to worſhip him upon ; 
that account ; for what could direct them to make ſuch an Obſervation, or draw ſuch 
a Concluſion, but this Prediction of Balaam ? which had been ſome. way or other 
conveyed to them, or rather had remained among them, ever ſince the times of 
Balaam, who was one of their countrymen. Abulpharagues, an Arabic writer, tells us, 
that Zoroaſtes, who lived four or five hundred years before Chriſt, foretold to his Ma- 
gians the coming of Chriſt ; and that at the time of his birth, there ſhould be a won- 
derful Star, which ſhould ſhine by day, as well as by night ; and therefore left it in 
command with them, that when that far appeared, they ſhould follow the directions 
of it, and go to the place where he was to be born, and there offer gifts and pay 
their adoration to him: And that it was by this command, that the three wiſe men. 
came from the Eaſt, that is, out of Perfia, to worſhip Chrift at Bethlehem, Now: 
ſuppoſing all this to be true, it is very eaſy to gueſs where Zoroaſtes had his informa» 
tion ; for, by the accounts given of him, he appears to be a Jew, both by birth and 
alles, was a ſervant of one of the Prophets of 1/-ae/, and well. verſed in the 


ſacred writings ; and therefore may well be ſuppoſed to have learned all this from 


the prophecy of Balaam, which he informed his Magians of.— 
2. The Jews themſclves had expected ſuch a ſar to appear at the time of the 
Meſſiah's coming; for thus they ſay, more than once, in the book of Zebar, that, 
« when the Mefliah ſhall be revealed, a bright and mining ſtar ſhall ariſe in the 
Eaſt. Now what could lead them to ſuch an expectation, but this prophecy of 
Balaam, which is cited by them in the very ſame place? for ſurely the account 
which our Goſpel gives of the appearance of a ſtar at the birth of Jeſus could never 
be the foundation of ſuch a thought; they would never pay ſuch a Deference to the 
evangelical hiſtory, and to our Jeſus, as to form a notion, or ground an expectation 


of their Meſſiah, agrceable thereunto; but would rather, as in other caſes, either 


Lifle their former generally- received notions of a Meſſiah, or deny plain matters 
of fact relating to Jefus; ſo that this expectation of their's, that a ſtar ſhould appear 
| x 50 


„ — — N 
* nt * EET 


3 —— ̃ ꝙWU A 
REP 4 oy 


= \ — A, J _ 
e eee ec hs ed a ate 2 entre ee Es 
- 0 8 "5 _ = 9 * - ö * BY * * rn 
* * 7 X * 13 — _ 
* n 
wr 


- 
— 


WW 
| 2 the coming v of the Meſtah, muſt be founded on this rene, which Maler fa. NV. 
27 09, £977 3. * A 292 * *  h 1 a 


* 


8 century, « ever W the x 


% 


Page „ $o many \ Miracle of Power, be.] Three men a of f diflinguithed abilities, 
roſe up at different times, and attacked Chriſtianity with every objedtion which their 
_ malice could ſuggeſt, or their learning could deviſe; but neither Celſus in the ſecond A 
century, nor Porphyry in the third, nor the emperor Fulian himſelf in the fourth a 2 


e a of the miracles related. in the os. 
Page 14. Though He Was in the form of God, &c.] This is one of thoſe texts 
which bear hard upon the Arian and Socini an Hereſy; it is therefore never cited in 
the -writin gs of the eſpouſers of thoſe opinions, without perverſion and abuſe. The 
| author of a late Tra, entitled, * e An Appeal to ſerious and candid Profe ors of 
Chriſtianity,” has been. guilty of a ' moſt infamous Porgery, rather than. ſuffer this 
text to ON? it's own meaning. 

| | His words . wele. Chin. was far from thinking of ſuch as impious Rob bey, 
as that of being equal with Gon, Phil. ii. 6. (for ſo the text ought to have been 

| tranſlated. ” | | 5 


* 


We mould fi expected, ade To a 4 an allertion, that << fo the text 


_ -Ought to have been tranſlated;” to find ſome remarkable miſtake, or Gina deviation 


from the original, proved upon our Tranſlators; but our author knew that ſuch an 
impudent aſſertion as this which he has forced upon his readers, could only ſtand on 
the confidence of the aſſertor himſelf. He either underſtood the Original, or did not 

_ «underſtand. it.—If he did not, on what or whoſe authority did he ſo materially alter 
the text from what it is as it ſtands in our tranſlation ? If he did underſtand the ori- 
.ginal, then no name can-be found bad-enough for ſo atrocious an attempt to corrupt 

the word” of God in order to deceive the ignorant and unlearned part of mankind, 
and bring them over to his opinion. The text in the original is, 0; i» woppi S. 


v rdNνν 8x GgTEY ply ee To il L G. The literal tranſlation is as follows: 


* 


191 


Who being in ; the Form of Gov, did-not think i Rubbery-or Rapine to be equal 

705 agu „ gegen; 84 „ zyirale afraid. 5 a iow 
with: aan. But the 22 the former clauſe, n of le 
. | | 
own into the latter, by which he iv inde St. Paul drecty deny the Divinity of 
Chriſt, and charge his Lord and Mater with an impious Robbery, had he not re- 
nounced ſuch a thought. At the ſame time he has made the Apoſtle deſtroy his 
whole argument, by reducing it to the greateſt of abſurdities. The Apoſtle is ex- 
horting the Philippians againſt Strife and . and to the practice of that 
_ deep Humility which he ſo properly expreſſes by rain egfecun, and our tranſlators 
by Lowlingſs of Mind, Ver. 3. Then, chat his precept might be attended with every 
circumſtance of recommendation, he lays before them the example of the meek and 
lowly IESsus. Ver. 5, &c. Let this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chrift Feſus; 
who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made 
himſelf of no Reputation (or emptied himſelf, as i«tzoce fignifies,) and took upon him 
the form of a Servant, and avas made” in the likeneſs of Men; and being found ts. 

faſbion as a Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even the Death - 
of the Croſs, Let us juſt confider the ſtriking and beautiful Contraſt here ſet forth, 
and we ſhall at once ſee the appoſiteneſs and concluſiveneſs of the 4po/2/e's argument 
for Lowlineſs of Mind in Believers, from the example ſet them. * their. condeſcend - 
ing Loa b. 

uE ee, 
In ki Egential Divinity, | | I bis Himiliation, 

Being in the Form of Gov, thought | Emptied himſelf of his primeval Glory.. 
it no Robbery to be equal (ve equal | Took upon him the Form of a Man—a 
things) 1 with Gop.. BEE: | mean Man, a Slave—a ſuffering Man, 
| even to Death=and that, the ignomi- 


' nious Death of the Croſs, which was a 


puniſhment inflited on none but ſlaves. 


This ſnews us at once the drift of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, which may be ſummed 
up in the words of St. John, 1 Epiſt. iv..11» „ Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we 
my alſo to love one another.“ 


But 
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© Bat if we were to admit this author? 8 N os has Prein to 1687 out. * 
former part of the text, on'which the force of the Argument depends, and to add 
to the latter part, chat he might totally pervert it's Meaning; the. Argument Va- 
niſhes, the Concluſion evaporates, and the whole Import of this Scripture i 1s changed | 
into the grolleſt Abſurdity. Saying that Chriſt was antecedently to his humiliation 
iy Höh Sts, in the Form of God, proves him very God, as _ as ſaying Rey * | 
* be took the Form of a Servant, proves him vey Man. = 


. 


* 
ya 7 » 
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If Cunisr was not Ck 025 it wad have "IE full as An 4 Our 
author can ſuppoſe, for him to have thought himſelf ſo. But where was the humility 
of his not thinking ſo, if he really was not ſo.? Is it any the leaſt proof of a man's 
humility, that he does not think himſelf equal with God ? It would be the madneſs 
of Blaſphemy and Pride, for a creature, even the higheſt Angel, to think himſelf 


| equal with Gad. But no man would ever think it any proof of an Angel's humility, 


that he does not think himſelf egua/ with the Gop that made him. To deſcend 


lower I meet our author in the ſtreet, 1 point to a beggar, filled with diſeaſe, and 


cloathed with rags See you that poor wretch, ſay I ?—He is very poor and mi- 
ſerable; but 1 can tell you of an inſtance of bis humility that is aſtoniſhing, and well 

deſerves the imitation of 'all the other beggars in the town; for do you know 
that he has been heard to declare moſt ſolemnly, that he has no right to take Place 


of the Nobility, and abſolutely rejects the Stile and Title of King of England, affirm- 
ing, with all Humility, that it does not belong to him.” —What our author would 


think of my ſpeech he knows beſt, but he could not think my argument for "I 
lity amongſt the beggars, or the example I propoſed to enforce it, more abſurd, than 
he makes the Apoſtle? 5 argument for humility amongſt chriſtians, had he wrote as our 


autlfor has repreſented, or if he is not to be underſtood i in the ſenſe which our Tranſ- 
Jators have given of his words, | 


Page 15. There iſſued out both Blud and Water, &c.] The Covenant of the 
eld Law was confirmed by Blood mixed with Water, to keep it from congealing, 
| Heb. ix. 19. 80 alſo was the Covenant of the New Teftament, John v. 6. Dr. 


wad farther faith, that according to the Tradition of the Jewiſh Rabtins, when 
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The Death of Choi; which i is de balkan of cke World, ought. to be rendered 


&XY 8.5 2c fd 3? Wet 2 .* 


certain and indubitable by all ſorts of ' proofs and Teſtimonies ; by that of the Soldiers, 
| | who were going to break his Legs ; of the Centurion, who ſaw him expire ; of the 


Soldier, who with his Spear pierced his Side ; of the guards, who ſtood round about 


| him, and who from the Impreſſion his death made upon them believed i in him; of the 
| people, who ſmote their breaſts as they returned; and laſtly, of the diſciple, who 
took particular notice of every thing, and /aw the Blood and water flow out of his 


fide. This affords a new afliftance and ſupport to our faith, and i is a new benefit 
conferred _—_ —_ n of God. 


4 
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Page 77. 4 vicarious Atonement, &c.] * This is that moſt | important de@rine 


| of Atonement, which is the baſis of all our hopes, the chief corner-ſtone of the whole 


Chriſtian Syſtem, the great -leading principle which runs through all the ſacred 
writings, and animates and 57 almoſt every part of our Liturgy. If you aſk 


| what authority there is for aſcribing ſo much efficacy to the death of Chriſt ; I anſwer, 


the very higheſt, the plain, expreſs, and poſitive declarations of Holy Writ, ſuch 
as it is impoſſible, without violating all the common rules of i interpretation, to wreſt 
to any other meaning. Search rhe Scriptures, yourſelves, I beſeech you, and ſee 
whether theſe things are not ſo. See whether they do not tell you that CHriſt was 


- wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ; that the C haſtiſements of 
our peace were upon him, and that by his ſtripes we were healed, That the Lord laid 


en him the iniquities of us all. That for our tranſgreſſions he was ſtricken, and his ſoul 
made an offering for fon. This i is the language of the prophets many hundred years 
before our Saviour came into the world; which ſhews that his death was neither a> 
cidental, nor merely the natural conſequence of his boldneſs in reproving the reignin g 
vices of the age, but was predetermined long before, and was intended to be a pro- 
pitiatory ſacrifice, a vicarious puniſhment for the ſins of all mankind. In perfect 
conſonance with this idea, the ſacred writers of the New Te eftament tell us, that the 
Son 7 man came to give his life a ranſom for many. That he is the Lamb of God 
© 4 | avhich 


„ 2b OR 
which taleth away the fan. of the FRET Fa That God "ſet him flrth* e Sad a propitiveibn. 
| through faith in his blood. Chrift hath loved us, ſays St. Paul, and hath Ei ven hir 5 
felf for us, an offering end a ſacrifice to God. Now once in the exd of the world hath 
he appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himfolf. . He' was once offered to. bear the 
fins of many. He hath once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring, 
us lo Ged. He gave himſelf a ranſom for all, that he might redeem us from all iniquity. 


And the whole New Teſtament declares, that aue are ee by: him, — 
| bought with the ae of his blood.” 4 


"2 af ts LF 
can mean nothing elſe, than that Chriſt came into the world on purpo/e to ſuffer 

death upon the Croſs for our redemption, and that He made there a full, perfect, 

and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatis faction, for the fins of the whole world.” 
This I am fare is the ſenſe, in which every plain man muſt underſtand the paſſages 

above quoted : and if this ſenſe can by any ingenious device of criticiſm, be conveyed 

away, and a totally different one ſlipped into it's place; it would, I apprehend, be 

no difficult matter by the very ſame dexterity of interpretation to explain away the 

truth of * doctrine, and the obligation of every precept that is to be found in the 


Gol | Biſhop of London's Addreſs, &c. 


| 


Page 20. There was Darkneſs, over all the land, &c.] The Eclipſe at Chriſt's 
Paſſion, mentioned by the Evangeliſts, and that as an (a) univerſal one, is left upon 
| Record alſo by Heathens. Dionyſius, an Athenian by Birth, before he was converted 
to the Faith, when he was a ſtudent in Egypt, was an eye- witneſs of this miraculous, 
Eclipſe, which he gives an account, of in an (b) Epiſtle that he wrote, aſſuring us. 
that it was ſeen, not only by himſelf, but by Apollophanes, who was at. the ſame 
time with him at Heliopolis in Egypt. They were both greatly aſtoniſhed, con- 
cluding ſome ſtrange thing was happening to the world ; ; but Dionyſius (c) is ſaid to 
have cried out in ſuch Language as this, Either the God of Nature ſuffers, or the 
(a) There was Darkneſs p' Ty Ty ym over. the whole. Earth, Mar. xv. 33 over all the Earth, 


Luke xxiii. 44. And ſo 1 way T2) Mats xxvii. 45. ſhould be rendered, and not, as it is, over all 
me Land, 1 1. e. Judea only. 


(b) Ad Polycarp. Epiſt. 7. le) Suidas in Voce Awwouge 
8 | | | | Frame 


[ 39 ] 
Frame of the World is like to be diſſolved.” This is that Dionyſius who is called the 
. Areopagite, Acts xvii. 34. For returning home after his travels, he was choſen 
into the Senate of Areopagus, and thence hath that name, and was converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith by St. Paul (a). Origen, dealing with Celſus the Philoſopher, proves 
this Eclipſe at Chriſt's Paſſion out of Phlegon Tralianus, one of Trajan's freed men, 


who it ſeems was a great Chronologer; and (b) Euſebius mentions the ſame author, 


and quotes his words, which are theſe: In the fourth year of the 202d Olympiad, 


there happened a great defection of the Sun, ſuch as was never known before. The 
day at the fixth hour was ſo turned into dark night that the Stars appeared in the 
Heavens. And he adds, there was an Earthquake at the ſame time in Bithynia, 


Which overturned ſeveral houſes in the City of Nice. Thus that writer. What 


could be more accurate, ſeeing Chriſt's Paſſion was in the laſt year of the 202d Olym- 
piad, which was the 18th year of Tiberius's Reign? Or, if according to Scaliger, 
this be not very punctual (for the Eclipſe at our Saviour's Death, he ſays, was in 
the beginning of the 203d Olympiad) yet it is granted that a year's difference here 
is of no great Moment, eſpecially when the time is fo circumſtantiated and fixed by 
what follows, for the Hour of the Day aſſigned by Phlegon plainly ſhews that he re- 
lates the ſame thing which St. Mark doth, who expreſsly affirms the Eclipſe to have 
happened at the ſixth Hour, Mark xv. 32. Beſides the Earthquake, the Companion 
of the Eclipſe, is ſaid by this Phlegon to have been at the ſame time, which agrecs 
with St. Matthew, C. xxvii. V. 51. alt which proves that this Pagan Writer reſers 
to the very ſame Eclipſe mentioned by the Evangeliſts (c). Euſebius alſo adds the 
like Suffrage of. another Gentile Writer, who (though not named by him) is 
(d) Thallus, as Grotius proves from Julius Africanus, who citeth this author for this 
very purpoſe, and ſets down his words; and the ſame teſtimony you will find men- 
tioned by Origen. Morcover, Tertullian appeals to the Roman Archives about this 
portentous Eclipſe, and tells the Pagans that they had this recorded in thoſe authentic 


Tables, yea, that at the very Moment when it happened, it was inſerted into thoſe 


public Records. Lucian the Martyr appealed to the ſame public Acts of the Romans, 


as (e) Euſebius reports; he bids them conſult their own Annals, and lets them know, 


(a) Cont, Celf. Lib. 2, lb) Chronicon. A. D. 33. (e) Chronic. Ann, 33. Chriſti. 


(d) Apolog. ad Gentes. Cap. 21. (e) Eccleſ, Hiſt, L. 9. C. 6. N 


that 


n 


. Ne N 5 
. — 
1 1 8 


chat thoſe . denk of that Eelipſe. Shall I add to all theſe 


hat Adrianus Greſſonius in his Hiſtory of Chins ſaith, that thoſe people have re- 
giſtered-it in their Annals, that at that very Time, about the Month of April, an 


extraordinary and irregular Eclipſe of the Sun happened, at which ſtrange and un- 


uſual thing Quamvutius, the Emperor of China, was exceedingly troubled, Thus 
this Prodigy which was taken notice of at Chriſt's Suffering on the Croſs is atteſted 


by Pagans, which is ſome acceſſion to this truth related by the Evangelifts. And it 
is the more conſiderable, becauſe we are certain that the Eclipſe was not natural, 
being in the Oppoſition of the Moon, i. e. when the Moon was full, for it was the 
day before the Paſſover, which fell on the (a) fourteenth day of the firſt month 
called Niſan, (which anſwers to our March,) when the Moon was full, and oppoſite 
to the Sun. Now, it is known to be againſt the rules of Aſtronomy that the Sun 


_ ſhould be eclipſed when the Moon is at the full; whence we muſt conclude this 


Eclipſe to have been miraculous, and altogether againſt the courſe of Nature, and 
that it could be the Hand of God only, to teſtify Chriſt's Divinity. Laſtly, we 


cannot but think that this wonderful Eclipſe was ſeen and obſerved by the Enemies 
af Chriſtianity, and acknowledged by them to be a real Prodigy, when we conſider 
that the Evangeliſts expoſe this Relation to thoſe profeſſed Enemies of the Chriſtian - 


Religion, who, if ſuch a thing had not happened, could have preſently confuted the 


Reporters of it. Can it enter into qur Thoughts, that theſe Writers were ſo fooliſh 


as to imagine they could impaſe upon the Faith of Men in ſuch a matter as this, 
which was publicly to be ſeen, and which every one might take notice of? This is 


an unreaſonable and groundleſs Surmiſe.——N, B. See more Remarks, on this cri- 


. tical Subject, in the Divine Treaſury, No. 5. Sold by Trapp in Pater-nnoſter - Row. 


Page 24. The everlaſting Theme if Celebration, 451 dee the 5th and A Chap. 
ers of the Book of Revelations. 


Page 26. Jeſus Chrif, ho condeſcended, &c.) See Biſhop Newton, on the Pro- 
Pheſies of Daniel; and, the Concluſion of Rollin's antient Hiſtory, | 
(a) Ex. xl, 25 6. 


. 1 Fo N 2 19 pos, » the ene uber, 
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THE TEST or TRUTH, PIETY, AND: ALLEGIANCE : : 
ff Sermon, delivered on the. Day of Sacramental Qualification for the 


Chief Magiſtracy of the City of London; before the Right Hon. the. 


Lord Ns, the Aldermen, and Sheriffs. Wh 


ay 
Ss 


' RELIGION, AND. LOYALTY, the. Grand Support 7X the Britiſh 
Empire : A Sermon, delivered. in the Cathedral-Church of St. Paul, 
January Zo, 1790 before che Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Court 
of Aldermen, &c. &c. being the. Anniverſary of the I an of 


King Charles the Firſt, 1 0 3 - 


THE ESSENTIAL DEITY: OF THE MESSIAH; and the: 
Great Importance of that Article of the Chriſtian Faith, to every 


eonſcientious Member of the Church of England; conſidered, in a 


Sermon, preached in the Cathedral- Church of St. Paul, Jamar 24, 
17 90, being the firſt Sunday in. Hilary Teen 


SCRIPTURAL VIEWS or 1h NATIONAL ESTABLISH-- 
MENT), conſidered as the Church of the Living God, and as the Pillar, 


and Ground of the Truth: A Charity Sermon, preached before the 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, &e. at the Opening of St. 
Michael's Church in Cornbill; on Sunday the 28th of March, 17903 


being Palm-Sunday. 
THE. 
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